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The 16th ANNUAL MEETING of the INTOSAI WORKING GROUP FOR THE AUDIT OF PRIVATISATION, ECONOMIC REGULATION and PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS: London, 10-11 May 2010
I am writing to invite you to the 16th annual meeting of the Working Group, which will be held in London in May 2010.  I would also welcome the attendance of any representatives who you wish to nominate. The meeting will commence on Monday 10 May and will close on Tuesday 11 May with a formal dinner.
As you know, the UK National Audit Office has announced it will cede the chair of the Working Group, a position which it has held since the inception of the Group in 1993.  This will therefore be the last meeting under the UK’s chairmanship.  Discussions about the future of the Group are currently ongoing.  We recently sought the views of members about the Group’s future and plan to share and discuss proposals with members at the meeting.  In the event that we cannot firm up on a way forward at the meeting we will recommend to Congress and the INTOSAI Governing Board that the Group has been so successful that it does not need to continue and should be dissolved.  We suggest that the broad focus for the meeting should be on safeguarding the legacy of the Group and capturing its knowledge and achievements.

In pursuit of our remit from XIX INCOSAI and in recognition that this is the last meeting of the Group with the UK in the chair, the work programme this year will include presentations in plenary sessions, Group discussions and break-out work, including:
· update and discussions about the future of the Group;
· review of the Group’s products over the years and how these are used;
· review of the relevance of the Group’s work to current issues in Private Finance, for example the financial crisis, infrastructure, sustainability and commercial skills;

· discussions on how the Group’s legacy can be preserved and passed on to others.

We would welcome offers from members to make presentations related to the above programme and SAIs should contact Louise Bladen (telephone: + 44 207 798 7587; email: louise.bladen@nao.gsi.gov.uk) or Michelle Moffatt (telephone + 44 207 798 7308; email michelle.moffatt@nao.gsi.gov.uk) at the UK National Audit Office to discuss this further, no later than 26 March 2010.

We will arrange as usual for the documents for discussion to be circulated ahead of the meeting and added to the Working Group’s website (www.nao.org.uk/intosai/wgap/home.htm).  We will also be sending a short survey to members in advance of the meeting to capture information about developments in privatisation, economic regulation and PPPs in member countries and approaches to audit so that this can be presented at the meeting.
A registration form for the meeting is available on the Working Group website and this should be downloaded, completed and e-mailed to PWG@nao.gsi.gov.uk.  We would be grateful if you could complete the form and return it to us as soon as possible - and no later than 19 March 2010.  If you require a hard copy of the registration form to be sent, we would be pleased to arrange this.
Details of a range of hotels close to the National Audit Office are attached in the annex to this letter, however, responsibility for arranging accommodation lies with members.
Further details about the meeting will be sent to you in due course. Should you have any questions in the meantime, please could your staff contact Louise Bladen or Michelle Moffatt.
I do hope you will be able to attend, and I look forward to seeing you in May or on another occasion if you are not able to join us.

AMYAS C E MORSE
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